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faithful rally behind the men who now
wear the red and black with two words,
two simple words which express the
sentiments of the entire Bulldog Na-
tion: Go Dawgs.”

——

DEMANDING RELEASE OF ALAN
GROSS FROM CUBAN PRISON

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today is
the second anniversary of the unfair
and brutal incarceration by the Cuban
regime of Alan Gross, an American cit-
izen; and I urge his immediate release.

Alan Gross is 62 years old and, in a
trumped-up trial, was given 15 years in
prison. Alan Gross has worked in inter-
national development in over 50 coun-
tries through the past several years
and was in Cuba to aid the tiny Jewish
community with telecommunications
and Internet services when he was ar-
rested and accused of being an Amer-
ican spy. This is a new low even for the
Cuban regime. This is a new low even
for the Castro brothers.

Alan Gross’s wife and family need
him. His mother was just diagnosed
with inoperable cancer, and his daugh-
ter was also diagnosed with cancer.
They need him back.

We demand him back. He is an Amer-
ican citizen, and we are watching and
the whole world is watching. Alan
Gross should not be incarcerated for
doing nothing except trying to help a
very tiny community in Cuba. And I
demand his immediate release.

————
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I think
there are four things the United States
of America needs to do to turn the
economy around.

Number one, we need to balance the
budget. We can do this on a bipartisan
basis just by reducing the duplications
in government and the overlap between
State functions and Federal functions;
also getting through the waste, and
then trimming off 1 percent over time
to bring revenues and spending at the
same level. Right now spending is at 23
percent. Revenues historically have
been at 18 percent. Common sense says
you need to balance those out.

Number two, we need to get rid of the
regulatory overload on businesses that
are creating the jobs right now. Change
regulations from an ‘‘I gotcha’ men-
tality to one that ‘‘we’re here to help
because we’re in it together,”” for work-
er safety, environmental protection or
whatever. We can do a lot just by
changing the attitude of the regu-
lators.

Number three, we need tax reform,
tax simplification so that taxes are
fair. The Tax Code needs to be a half an
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inch deep and miles and miles wide so
that everyone is participating. Let’s
get rid of the underbrush, all the loop-
holes.

Number four, and finally we need to
drill our own oil. We cannot keep im-
porting 65 percent of our oil. We need
to have an all-of-the-above energy pol-
icy.

FIXING MEDICARE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak on be-
half of the 600,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries in Connecticut and the thou-
sands of physicians who care for them.
We need to take up a bill in this Con-
gress over the next several weeks to fi-
nally fix the flawed Medicare sustain-
able growth rate formula.

Since 2003, for almost a decade, phy-
sicians have been dealing with the un-
certainty that comes with scheduled
annual rate reductions. They’re staring
at a 28 percent reduction right now.
That means about $28,000 per year per
Connecticut physician.

If this were to happen, it would hap-
pen at the worst possible time. With all
the baby boomers coming on to the
Medicare rolls, there would be a lot of
physicians who just couldn’t take
Medicare patients any longer. They’d
likely have to lay off workers at a time
when we already have 9 percent unem-
ployment in Connecticut and across
the Nation.

This is unacceptable and we have to
do something about it. So over the
next several weeks, let’s fix this once
and for all. Let’s stand together as a
Congress and put an end to this out-
dated system and provide some cer-
tainty and security for America’s sen-
iors and America’s physicians.

———
[ 1820

URGING SENATE ACTION ON JOBS
LEGISLATION

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, it’s time for the other body to
act.

The Republican-controlled House of
Representatives has a plan for putting
Americans back to work. We’ve moved
on more than 20 pieces of legislation
that now sit idly in the other body. We
have provisions that will empower
small businesses—the great job cre-
ators of America. We have provisions
that will fix the Tax Code to help cre-
ate jobs. We have provisions that will
help manufacturing to have jobs in
America, not overseas. We have provi-
sions that will encourage entrepreneur-
ship and growth and maximize Amer-
ican energy production. And all of
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these measures sit over in the other
body.

I call on the leadership of the other
body and all Members to get this legis-
lation moving forward. There are mil-
lions of people without jobs, and they
need us to act not later but now.

And finally, I call on them to help fi-
nalize a 4%-year-old, with more than 21
extensions, FAA bill that still lan-
guishes. It’s time to stop the nonsense
and get America back to work.

Let’s pass these bills held hostage.

———

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE
CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEEHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLI-
SON) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the minority leader.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, thank
you.

My name is KEITH ELLISON, cochair
of the Progressive Caucus, and I do
hereby claim this Special Order hour
on behalf of the Progressive Caucus.

Right away, I'd like to introduce my
good friend from the great State of
Georgia, Congressman HANK JOHNSON,
who has served with distinction along
with me since 2007. Congressman JOHN-
SON is the whip of the Progressive Cau-
cus. Tonight we’re going to be talking
about jobs, income inequality, and
we’'re going to be talking about this
issue on behalf of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus.

Our Web page is right here at the
bottom of this document that I'm
showing, Mr. Speaker. So we do en-
courage people to sign up and get ahold
of us.

In the very beginning of this hour, I
want to recognize my friend from Geor-
gia so that he can make some introduc-
tory remarks about the importance of
jobs, just as soon as he’s ready to take
it on.

If the gentleman is prepared to make
some opening and preliminary remarks
about the importance of jobs, economic
justice in the American middle class, I
would like to yield to the gentleman to
take it away there.

Congressman JOHNSON.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I thank
the gentleman from Minnesota, my
junior in the House. When I say that, I
mean we’re both juniors, having served
now in our third terms. We will be offi-
cially recognized, I guess if we’re fortu-
nate to make it back for the 113th Con-
gress, that will be our fourth term. We
will be seniors, and we will be perma-
nent seniors as long as the voters allow
us to be. And we certainly want to do
what the voters want us to do here.

What the voters of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Georgia tell me
over and over and over again, day in
and day out, 24-7, is that jobs is the
issue, and they want us to pass the
President’s job creation bill. They
don’t understand why simple proposals
that will create jobs and reinvigorate
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